Southern Regional ConferencC

Fine Print:

The EDITOR is solely responsible for
the content of this newsletter. All
articles, photos or whatever are his
sole responsibility and not necessarily
the views and opinions of the Blue
Knights International, Inc, the South-
ern Regional Conference of the Blue
Knights International, or any chapter
or sub-division of those organizations.

e

Vol. Il Iss.4

May 16, 2008

Material contained herein may be used
without written permission by any
member-in-good-standing of the Blue
Knights International. I

Submission of any questions, articles,
photos or other information either for
information purposes or for publication
should be done to the EDITOR at the
following e-mail address:

PeterD@blueknights.org

www.bk-src.org

S
%

Well here it is. Maybe not worth the
wait but at least it's a re-start!

As | have said in the last few e-
mails to all of you, most of the
blame belongs to Microsoft VISTA.
I had just gotten everything running
near perfect when | came home
from the Fall ‘07 SRC in New Or-
leans to a burned out mother-
board. | replaced that computer
with another and reluctantly bought
it with MS VISTA Premium edition
pre-loaded.

I had to reload everything. | lost all
my software from several years
ago to which there was NO

Backup. | lost ALL the e-mail
addresses | had been building for
the SRC. (This was the real
loss!!) And | lost some other data
files.

Well | began to rebuild and had
the VISTA purring like a cat! |
made the mistake of using “auto-
updates”. It seems | was one of
the lucky ones that Microsoft too
late discovered a glitch with one
of the updates. Upon updating
and rebooting NOTHING. |do
mean nothing. The entire operat-
ing system crashed. Microsoft
apologized and 26 hours later |
was reloading again. But all was

once again lost.

The e-mail lists and builds are the
hardest to do. You guys just don't
keep anyone aware of your changes!

Anyway, hopefully we are again
heading in the right direction.

This entire edition is devoted to the
recently completed Spring ‘08 SRC
held in Plant City Florida and spon-
sored by FL XVII, my home chapter.

| had the best time in years even
though | had to work constantly.

| believe all that attended , , about
280, had a great time also. We at FL
XVII feel it was an overwhelming
success. We were happy to host all
that attendees. We could have han-
dled more of you and I'm sure if you
speak with those that did attend,
they will support this position.

The Fall ‘08 SRC is being hosted by
Ocala with assistance from Gaines-
ville. No Chapter put in an unsolic-
ited bid to host the event so Alex
talked these Chapters into it. Both
Chapters have loads of experience
hosting events and I'm sure they will
do a fantastic job.

The remainder of this issue contains
the minutes from the President’s
meeting, some comments from the
SRC Executive Board, and some
photos of the weekend

The next issue will be back to normal
(whatever that is) and will contain
political agenda’s-mostly mine! -
PeterD
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Plant City, FL

May 2, 2008

0812hrs

Meeting called to order by Chairman Alex Ramirez

A moment of silence followed by a Pledge of Allegiance to USA

Chairman recognized the International President, Vice President, and Treasurer, and past Int'| presidents.

Chair made Welcoming comments, recognizing the efforts of FL XVII and introduced Dennis Deppert, Past
President of FL XVII and the chairman of this weekend'’s event.

Dennis made a few welcoming remarks and thank you'’s.

The Chairman then called for a Roll Call of Chapters in attendance by the Secretary:
(excel file available “spring meeting attendance”)

27 Chapters were represented — 24 by presidents 3 by designee.

AGENDA ITEM S-08.01: Chairman’s Report; Alexander Ramirez
(Attachment as published by Chair.)

Report with emphasis on safety council meeting, securing a dvd on safety and an infomercial assisted by FL
XVII and broadcast on Bay News 9 Tampa.

Time spent on correcting the records problem with the corporation and re-writing the constitution and bylaw.
Directed attention to Chapters working toward retention of members and growth.
(No motion requested or made)

AGENDA ITEM S-08.02: Vice Chairman’s Report; Ray Nations
(Available on SRC Website)

Report with emphasis on working to retention of members we have and recruiting new ones asking for any-
one with any ideas to feel free and contact him.

Besides retention and chapter growth, safety is important.

Ray added that he had received info about a Tampa PD Motor Officer (not Blue Knight member) killed while
off duty and leaving five children.

Information was presented updating the presidents about the condition of one of the Conference attendees,
Ray Eckel from Georgia V.

International officers in attendance contacted the Int'l BOG who OK’ed the release of Special Fund reim-
bursement to the injured member in the full amount, $1,000.00.
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FL XVII officers in attendance related that one of their members, Rick Robbins, had already volunteered and
made arrangements to transport the recuperating member and his injured motorcycle back to his home in
Georgia at the end of the Conference so that the only loss would be the m/c ride part of the visit.

(note on condition - Injured knight sustained a dislocated shoulder some cuts bruises and embarrassments
but was released from the hospital and back to the event after a couple hours. The motorcycle was however
a total loss and spent the rest of the weekend lying in state before returning Sunday to Georgia as described.)

AGENDA ITEM S-08.03: Secretary’'s Report; Peter Domiziano
(available on the SRC website)

Report given with emphasis on a copy of Executive Meeting of February 2008 minutes for those interested to
read at their leisure.

A motion was made by AL I, to accept the Fall meet  ing minutes as published, seconded by LAII
Motion passed unanimously

AGENDA ITEM S-08.04 WebMasters Report, Peter Domiziano

(available on the SRC website)

A motion was made by GA I, to accept the webmaster s report as read, seconded by FL II.
Motion passed unanimously

AGENDA ITEM S-08.05; Treasurer's Report, Bill Solen

(available on SRC Website)

A Motion was made by FL I, to accept the Treasurer’ s Report as published, seconded by AL I
Motion passed unanimously

Bill explained some of the details of IRS regulations and form 990NE reporting. The IRS requires that each
IRS exempt Chapter must file a report within 3 years beginning in 2007 or lose their exempt status with the
IRS. We have complied with the new IRS requirement that we file an annual return regardless of our 'exempt
status.

Russ Harper, Int'l Treasurer added that each chapter could contact the Int’l Office if they had questions about
their respective EIN numbers

AGENDA ITEM S-08.06: International Representative R eport: Don Quintus
(available on the SRC website)

Don explained that he wanted anyone who wished to make a recommendation for Website of the year, to no-
tify him by May 10 by e-mail. He reminded everyone that the 2008 International Convention is scheduled for
July in Peoria with details available on line. AND that the 2009 convention would be in Owensboro, Kentucky

A motion was made by FL IX, to accept the Internati  onal Representatives' Report and seconded by AL
II, Motion passed unanimously.
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AGENDA ITEM S-08.07: OLD BUSINESS

A. FL IX was asked if they were ready to move on ” Knight award “ from Fall ‘07 meeting, they re-
guested, the matter be tabled to next meeting (FALL agenda item)

B. Matter of a HOST CHAPTER for the FALL 09 SRC Meeting Was moved and later decide that the
FALL 2008 SRC MEETING would be hosted by FL IV in Ocala. Information would be made available
as soon as it was forthcoming.

AGENDA ITEM S-08.09: NEW BUSINESS
AL Il made the only overture to host the Spring 2009 SRC meeting. (no motion requested or made).

(Itis assumed that as AL Il was the ONLY chapter wi  th a bid for the Spring ‘09 SRC, that they
were awarded the honor!)

The following discussion ensued: Alex discussed the necessary events due to the often severe prob-
lems with weather. It was mentioned that different areas were effected during different
dates. No one seemed to any long term solutions to these challenges. Suggestion was
made to hold only one SRC meeting during the year, hold smaller informal exchanges and
possibly have state representatives available to assist with information. No definitive con-
clusions could be reached and Alex asked everyone to think about it with having the matter
discussed in the future. (FALL agenda item)

Alex explained the rewriting of the incorporation of the Southern Regional Conference Constitution
and bylaws mostly administrative to comply with changes in Florida Statutes.

FL XXVI made a motion to accept the corrected versi  on of the document, and seconded by FL I. The
motion passed unanimously . Alex asked for all presidents in attendance to sign the corrected draft.

Alex discussed the possible proactive need for a “BK SRC emergency Management

Committee. History — 1992 Hurricane, 2006 Hurricane — Alex asked if there were any
EM people or FEMA trained to establish assistance plan?

Ray Nations mentioned a Kevin Barnett , but that most plans and training information was
County oriented as were the FEMA seminars.

A motion was made by FL XV, that the SRC try and ga  ther information in this matter, and seconded by
LA Il necessary to replenish the present inventory of "old” pins and patches of the SRC.  (Item Tabled
until Needed)

AGENDA ITEM: S-08.10:Good & Welfare

Alex asked the Secretary to speak on the matter of a new Conference Pin design. (copy of design attached)
The design was passed around the room and positively received.

This matter has been tabled until such time that it becomes needed as there is still a small supply of old de-
sign.

Mike Ripsch was again recognized by the Chairman The International President made a presentation of visit
president’s banner, to the SRC and FL XVII.

He added that all members should pay attention to the records of all candidates for the upcoming Interna-
tional Offices and be sure and VOTE.
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He added that all members should pay attention to the records of all candidates for the upcoming Interna-
tional Offices and be sure and VOTE.

The Chairman then recognized those attendees who were running for International Office:
Jerry Bryon current VP running for Int’l President.
Russ Harper, current Treasurer running for Int’l Treasurer.
Bob Flanagan, past Int'l President, running for Int'l Treasurer (did not speak)
& 4. Peter Domiziano, current SRC Secretary running for Int’l Secretary.
(all election info and candidate statements available on SRC website)
The Chairman then read letters he had received from several other candidates for Int’l| Office:
Alvarez, Fox, Mulford, and Snyder.

Jerry Bryan gave a short report in his capacity as International Vice President in which he stated that Interna-
tional directly or through the Conference Rep has several recruitment and retention assistance items: banner
— recruitment CD’s, a strategy model, $500 cash assistance. He recommended that each member carry a
blank application to hand out- you just never know!

Also, there has been no 2010 convention bid made so we need a bid for July 2010 convention bid. Finally, he
wanted all to be always aware of their Blue Knight image when in public and to remember to VOTE.

AGENDA ITEM S-08.11: Motion to adjourn
A motion was made by AL Il to adjourn at 10:16 hr s and seconded by LA Il
Motion passed unanimously

A real-time recording of the meeting is available. The above fairly represents the minutes of the meeting.
Recorded and prepared by

D ot

Peter Domiziano AN
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The next issue of the Blue Knight
News from International will have a
story and pictures compiled by FL
XVII's inimitable Chapter Ride Edi-
tor Karen Lumkin. But | wanted to
be sure and included a couple
notes | made on some surrounding
events and include some photos
from the weekend.

Number one on my list of notes
was concerning an accident which
occurred during a Dinner Ride from
the hotel to the Spaghetti Ware-
house in Ybor City. Not one-half
mile from the hotel while turning
onto an on ramp, a member of
Georgia V got caught in such a way
that his Harley was thrown and he
was tossed to the ground.

The motorcycle appears to be to-
taled but the rider sustained only a
dislocated shoulder. As this oc-
curred Thursday evening, the
whole weekend could have been a
total bust for him too except when
he returned from the emergency
room, he was told that the Interna-
tional BOG had authorized pay-
ment from the “Special Fund” if
needed to get him back to his
home BUT the real “good news”
was that he didn’t have to make
any other arrangements and could
if he wanted spend the remainder
of the weekend at the SRC which
he did. He was able to do this as a
member of FL XVII, Rick Robbins
stepped up and before the injured
party returned to the hotel even be-
fore his motorcycle was returned to
the hotel parking lot, Rick not only
offered to get his truck and trailer
but to drive the brother knight back
to his home in Columbus Georgia,
a 900 mile plus round trip!

Ray Eckel, GA V was able to enjoy
the rest of the weekend nursing his
shoulder, decide what he would tell
his wife and stay at the SRC week-
end. Bright and early Sunday
morning, Rick showed up at the
hotel, several fellow knights loaded
the deceased motorcycle on the
trailer and after a good bye break-
fast Rick and John left for Colum-
bus. Rick returned Monday after-
noon to the accolades of fellow
Chapter XVII members.

Next on my noteworthy happenings
during the recent SRC involves
Daytona member John Hockman.

John approached one of FL XVII's
members and asked if anyone had
any info or contacts to assist in get-
ting a repair done to his wife’'s
handicap scooter. One of XVII's
members who owns one himself
spent several hours with John try-
ing to fix the item but could not
completely repair it. One of the
“sponsors” for the weekend Bill
Heard Chevrolet employee and vol-
unteer Derik Fowler, who was sup-
plying shuttle service to and from
the back-up motel and other routes
less travelled, overheard the pre-
dicament and saw the special pres-
entation made by Alex on Friday
evening (more later on this) and
arrived bright and early Saturday
morning picked up the scooter and
brought it to the Chevrolet dealer-
ship to have one of their mechanics
try and fix it. Though complete re-
pair was not possible, they were
able to effect enough of a repair so
that the scooter could be used for
the remainder of the weekend and
with the knowledge of what needed
to be done, full repairs could be
secured when they returned home

to their scooter dealer.
And, lastly . . .

During award presentation time of
the SRC Spring banquet, Alex
made a wonderful speech describ-
ing the lives of a Blue Knight cou-
ple. How they thrived together dur-
ing the hardships of life, making it
through together as a law enforce-
ment family, participating full steam
as Blue Knights in Massachusetts,
facing early medical problems of
the husband, the onset of disability
for his wife to the point of requiring
a wheelchair and eventually a me-
chanical scooter— all of this while
maintaining a high degree of par-
ticipation in Blue Knight-dom.
Transferring to a new chapter when
relocating to Florida for their golden
years and the brother/sisterhood of
the family of Blue Knights world-
wide. In short Alex recognized the
Hockman as exemplifying being a
Blue Knight and being surrounded
by all that is right with the organiza-
tion wherever you may be.

I’m sure more will written about this
so | hope | paraphrased it all prop-
erly.

I would like all of you who haven't
already take sometime and browse
the website of the photographer
who took photos at the Spring
SRC. http://www.mwsphoto.com/

It contains over 650 photos taken
of the weekend event and | am
sure that you will find several that
contain a picture you would like to
have. If nothing else, Please enjoy
viewing the slide show of all the
pictures and relive this GREAT
event.

PeterD
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CHAIRMAN’'S COMMENT

| want to thank Florida XVII, Tampa, for
hosting the SRC on May 1 thru 4, 2008 in Plant City,
Florida. The Red Rose Inn & Suites was a great hotel
with comfortable accommodations and great food.
The weather cooperated with sunny skies and no rain.
I would also like to thank the SRC Presidents that
traveled to spend a great week-end with brother Blue
Knights.

The business meeting went smoothly and the
President’s attending signed the updated Constitution
and By-laws. The SRC is now in compliance with
F.S.S.617.00, the latest statutory requirement for Not-
for Profit Corporations. Financially, Treasurer Bill So-
len advised the SRC is in good shape, Secretary Pe-
ter Domiziano is working on copying SRC business
forms on zip drives (or removable disk files) and Vice
Chairman Ray Nation is working on contacting a
FEMA certified Emergency Management person to
evaluate the feasibility of preparing a plan for SRC
Blue Knights.

The business of the SRC included Florida IX, Day-
tona’s “Knight” award and the inquiry into the possibil-
ity of developing an Emergency Disaster Plan. At the
Banquet, Alex thought of the break with tradition for
that week-end’s schedule and chose to “knight” John
Horracks, Sir John, (FI.IX) for over 30 years of dedi-
cated membership to the Blue Knights, making sacri-
fices and overcoming personal obstacles.

Members have left the Blue Knights for health, per-
sonal or financial reasons, and John was cited for un-
wavering dedication.

Let me close with a job well done by Florida XVII,
Tampa, Dennis Deppert and Gary Johnson as well as
all their members.

Thank You for a memorable week-end.
Alex Ramirez

VICE CHAIRMAN’'S COMMENTS

To the members of Florida XVII, a mighty fine job to
accomplish THE task to put on such a fine confer-
ence. | have seldom seen so many people enjoy
themselves so much. Joyce and | want to thank all the
members for their efforts to make sure all members
enjoyed a fine weekend. Again hats off to Florida XVII
for a great job, thanks folks.

SAFETY: Fellow Blue Knights please don't interpret
my words as trying to tell you how to ride, however
there are some safety issues that need to be ad-
dressed, such as being aware of yourself and others
around you when riding in a group. The accident that
occurred on Thursday evening possibly could have
been avoided. Thank goodness everyone around
Ray was able to avoid the accident once they seen
Ray had lost control of his vehicle. It was good to see
how everyone responded to his needs so fast. It could
have been disastrous if others had not been so atten-
tive. Again thank goodness Ray was not seriously
hurt, some of you made sure that he did not aggra-
vate his injury, thanks guys for taking care of the
situation in a timely manner, it could have been a lot
worse.

It has been requested by International that each chap-
ter appoint a safety officer, to remind everyone about
safety and group riding, | think we can all see how a
situation can get out of hand and become dangerous
real fast. | would appreciate it if you would e-mail me
the name, e-mail, and safety activities you conduct,
parking lot practice, safety tips and any recommenda-
tions you or your chapter has.

Continued next page
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VICE CHAIRMAN’'S COMMENTS cont’

My e-mail address is MSRDNK8@hughes.net. My cell
phone # 228-806-6776. Lets be the first to have a
safety officer for each chapter.

I have received the MSF Guide to group riding, it will
be available to any chapter by contacting me with an
address to ship it .

Also there will be a safety course taught at Interna-
tional Convention.

Thanks again for you concern, | look forward to meet-
ing all of you. Ride with Pride,

Ray Nation, Vice Chairman, SRC

A proud moment— When the entertainment
sand “Proud to be an American, Lee Green-
wood’s hit, over 250 people forgot it was cock-
tail hour stood up and joined in! Makes you
proud!!!

Some of the snowbird visitors that extended
their stays to join us— Past NEC Chairman and
his wife ,Breen & Penny Savage from Maine

AND, Past NEC Inter. Rep and his wife, Dick &
Judy Belavance from Rhode Island

Two Louisiana members introduce themselves
to FL XVII's Treasurer and his wife, Alan & Gigi
Arntzen. Gigi is a commissioner for the City of
Largo.




ALABAMA

BK AL I, Dolomite: Jay Loring, Rudell5@yahoo.com;

BK AL II, Daphne: Donald Ford, aerohead9@bellsouth.net;

BK AL Ill, Anniston: Jimmy ? , barnafanb4u@aol.com;

BK AL IV, Montgomery: Paul Reynolds, kingshadow506@charter.net;
BK AL V, Dothan: Brian Brackin, ab627@aol.com;

BK AL VI, Sylacauga: ? ? , losyoyo@bellsouth.net;

BK AL VII, Huntsville: Tim Willis, tim.willis@blueknightsal7.com;

BK AL IX, ?? If you r?ot_e any errors i_n

BK AL X, Harvest: Mitch 2 , fattbeagle@charter.net; these listing please write

BK AL XI, ?? me back immediately!
Thanks,

FLORIDA ' . . beterD

BK FL I, Gainesville: Jerry Todd, jerrytodd@alltel.net; _

BK FL Il, St Petersburg: Fred Sherman, fshermanbk@aol.com; peterd@blueknights.org

BK FL Ill, Ft. McCoy: Bumper Robertson, bumperhp@earthlink.net;
BK FL IV, Pembroke Pines: Bill Solen, bkfliv@juno.com;

BK FL V, Winter Haven: James Minchew, graywolfbk@yahoo.com;
BK FL VII, Pompano Beach: Bart Piscente, pbartshridav@aol.com;
BK FL VIII, Jacksonville: Ed Elster, kawriderl@earthlink.net;

BK FL IX, Daytona Beach: Clara Tracy, tracy620@aol.com;

BK FL X, Ft. Pierce: Dick Dewey, dickdewey@aol.com;

BK FL XI, Palm Beach Gardens: Mike Licata, mlicata530@bellsouth.net;
BK FL Xll, Cocoa: George Derise, georgederise@earthlink.net;

BK FL XIllI, Tallahassee: 2.? , pauld@nettally.com

BK FL XV, New Port Richey: Joe Sprowls, joesprowls@aol.com;
BK FL XVI, Cape Coral: Harry Hart, hhart@comcast.net;

BK FL XVII, Tampa: Dennis Deppert, den2614@verizon.net;

BK FL XVIII, Sarasota, Rory MacConnell, mac71037@verizon.net;
BK FL XIX, Naples: Charles Gergel, zipa87@aol.com;

BK FL XX, Madison: Ron Fall, busterl771@peoplepc.com;

BK FL XXI, Longwood: Bill Donnelly, wdonnelly@cfl.rr.com;

BK FL XXII, Palm Coast: George Currie, bknightsfl22@aol.com;
BK FL XXIII, St Augustine: C. Gilpin, info.blueknights23gmail.com;
BK FL XXIV, Marianna: Larry Meyer, bk456@vol.com;

BK FL XXV, Shalimar: Bruce Stewart, tdnoles@cox.net;

BK FL XXVI, Pensacola: Ray Griffith, motorsix@cox.net;

BK FL XXVII, Plant City: Glenn Monroe, monroeglenna@aol.com
BK FL XXIX, St. Cloud, ??

GEORGIA

BK GA I, Atlanta: Chip Riggs, bkgal@aol.com;

BK GA lll, Albany: D.J., djlelee412@yahoo.com;

BK GA IV, N. Augusta: Mark Jones, mjones1496@aol.com;




GEORGIA (continued)

BK GA V, Columbus: Richard Koller, richardk44@aol.com;

BK GA VI, Marietta: Chris Ehlbeck, blueknightsga6@comcast.net;
BK GA VII, Fayetteville: Ed Christian, eddie2909@aol.com;

BK GA VIII, Savannah: Tom Plunley, bkgaviiipres@bellsouth.net;
BK GA IX, Lafayette: Fran Rice, kd4gru@yahoo.com;

BK GA X, Carrolton: Stan Seagraves, SWS343@aol.com;

BK GA Xl, Colbert: David Patton, gaXI_blueknights@yahoo.com;
BK GA Xll, Macon: Mike Deems, mikedeems@alltel.net

BK GA X1V, Brunswick: Dave Bynum, president@blueknights-gaxiv.com;
BK GA XV, Valdosta: Ray Conner, rmconner57 @hotmail.com

BK GA XVI, ? , Mike ? If you note any errors in

these listing please write
LOUISIANA me back immediately!
BK LA Il, Metairie: Bruce Verrette, blueknightslaii@aol.com Thanks,

BK LA 1ll, Covington: Jack West, bkla3@bellsouth.net;

BK LA VI, Houma: Brealon Yelverton, Budda320@comcast.net; PeterD

BK LA VII, Baton Rouge: John Colter, coltergeist@mindspring.com; peterd@blueknights.org
BK LA VIII, Lake Charles: Lamar Cook, cookiehd115@bellsouth.net

BK LA IX, Albany: P. Pollett, wuudbee@charter.net;

BK LA X, Alexandria: R. Helton, blueknightslax@yahoo.com;

BK LA XI, W. Monroe: J. Sanders, blueknightl39@aol.com;

MISSISSIPPI

BK MS II, Gulfport, Ray Nation, msrdnk8 @hughes.net ;

BK MS IV, Oxford: Mike Martin, mmartin@oxfordpolice.net;

BKMSV ?, ??

BK MS VI, Meridian: Randy Jackson, daddycop2@comcast.net;

BK MS VII, Tupelo: Larry Rickels, cabooseone@comcast.net;

BK MS VIII, Columbus: Robbie Robertson, hookedup 775@msn.com,;
BK MS IX, ? ??

PUERTO RICO
BK PR I, R.Hill Carolina: Alejandro Duperon, redwolfpr78@hotmail.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

BK SC I, Lexington: J. Wright, jtwright3@yahoo.com

BK SC Il, Florence: Bert Turner, bturner@scbk?2.org

BK SC lll, Charleston: Nat Dozier, sevenpin@bellsouth.net
BK SC IV, Myrtle Beach: Bill Pierson, bpierson913@aol.com
BK SC VI, Liberty: L. Miller, Imiller@libertysc.com

BK SC VII, Hodges: T. Greenfield, bkscvii@hotmail.com

BK SCVIII, Beaufort: 2.? , bugcritl@hartary.com




FL XVII - customized “DERBY COVERS”
for H-D motorcycles. These are custom
made with Blue Knight Logo and insig-
nia as well as the member’s name or
chapter number. You can check out the
ad in the Blue Knight Sales Catalog, the
Blue Knight Newspaper or Contact for
customizations possible.

peterd@blueknights.org
$109.00 delivered! (US)
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