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Chairmanôs Corner 

The road to the Billings, Montana, Blue Knights® Annual International Convention 

was more than just another ride.  For some, it was a jaunt half way around the 

world to represent their Chapter from Europe and take home really great      

memories.  For others, it was a chance to see our beautiful country that youôve 

only seen in pictures.  The majesty of the Great Smoky Mountains, with the blue 

tinted haze that hovers over the mountain tops, followed by the rugged Ozark 

mountains that lack the tourist appeal, but illustrate the ruggedness of massive 

granite rock formations that humble the most experienced rider. The plains states 

expose you to the challenge of wind gusts that make you ride at 25 degrees into 

the wind, just to keep going straight, cause all you see for three days is endless 

seas of wheat stalks.  The desert reveals a endless flat sand, but in the distance 

you marvel at the Rocky Mountains, until you experience the privilege of driving 

through them.  Once theyôre behind you, and night falls, your after dinner walk 

back to the hotel shows you, ñthe Big Skyò, that people write about, the black sky 

with a million shimmering lights without a cloud to hide one.  These sights humble 

any one with eyes to take it all in. 

Dear Blue Knights from Fl. IV that took their last ride to Heaven One, after the 

2007 Convention in Milwaukee, drew me to that dreadful location on US 218, at 

320 Street, in Iowa.  Ben and his wife Linda DôAmico were enjoying what they 

loved on this non descript back road in the middle of no-where, when                 

circumstances brought the angels down to take their hands, at least together. I 

hoped to find a blind spot, road defect, anything to ease the conflict of disbelief Iôve 

felt inside since 2007.  The sight of finding nothing physical to blame just made the 

memory of the phone call all that more painful.  A phone call to the Iowa State    

Police demonstrated the sense of loss felt by even those who hadnôt ridden with 

him and many of us had.  They helped at the scene, gave me new details we didnôt 

have, and let me plant a hand painted cross signed by many Blue Knights and 

even more motormen he worked with over twenty years.  Over it all, I noticed a 

miraculous coincidence, mirroring the paranormal as I had painted yellow daisies 

with brown centers and white sprigs sprinkled around them under two flying birds 

high above under blue skies and a few cottony clouds.  As I pushed the cross into 

the ground, I noticed wild yellow daisies with brown centers and white sprigs  

sprinkled around the ground.  Rest in peace my friends.  
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The International Convention is the annual pilgrimage where you see those old friends that laugh with you for 

traveling all those miles, then buy you lunch.  The motorcycles range from wild to innovative and the ideas 

jump out at you.  The rides where long, the laughs deep, and living the history and culture is priceless.  The 

corporate meetings were their usual business but necessary, and witnessing the ins and outs of the Blue 

Knights is challenging, but likewise necessary.  For my brothers and sisters in the Southern Conference, you 

need only decide to attend, like next summer in Norfolk, Virginia.  A little advance planning, get the time off, 

and get with others to ride ñsaferò with you, the SRC will have your emergency contact number for assistance 

so you can each, Ride With Pride . 

Alex Ramirez  
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From the Vice Chairman and Safety Officer:  

Breaking Techniques  

Is there a special braking technique that ensures that a rider will get the best out of a motorcycleôs 
brakes? 

Yes. The process is called STAGED BRAKING and involves the rider applying the motorcycleôs 
brakes in a staged process. This gives the rider predictable, progressive braking. 

In an emergency do we concentrate on using staged braking on both front and back brakes? 

This is a controversial subject. Some experienced riders reckon that, even in an emergency when 
research has shown that panic tends to decrease your riding skills, they can apply the back brake 
perfectly with no loss of braking on the front. Well, research has shown that the average rider can 
only properly concentrate on the use of one brake in an emergency so, unless you think youôre road 
motorcycling skills are equivalent of a top motorcycle racer, we would suggest that you concentrate 
on getting the best out of one brake. Of the front and rear brake on a motorcycle, the one to     
concentrate on in an emergency is the front brake because if you get that one wrong, lock it up and 
donôt correct that problem then youôre going to crash. 

According to the American Motorcycle Safety Foundation, if you try to get the best out of both brakes 
in an emergency, you will get the best out of neither. The MSF says you canôt concentrate FULLY on 
both brakes at one time. You know your motherôs old nag, ñYou canôt        
concentrate on two things at one timeò! 

So, to get the best braking, you have to concentrate using either the front or the back brake and, 
since the front brake gives up to 80% of your braking power and incorrect application is likely to 
make you fall off, it makes sense to concentrate on the front brake. 

The American Motorcycle Safety Foundation teaches their instructors that ñin an emergency braking 
situation you should apply the back brake hard and let the back wheel slide if it wants to. This way 
you can concentrate on what is happening up front; thereôs enough to think about in the use of  the 
front brake.ò 

Safety Recall  

Vehicle Make / Model: Model Year: 
 H-D / FXDF       2010 
 
Manufacturer:  
 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR COMPANY  
Mfr's Report Date: JUL 19, 2010 
NHTSA CAMPAIGN ID Number: 10V329000  N/ANHTSA Action Number: N/A 
Component: STRUCTURE:BODY 
Potential Number of Units Affected: 70 
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Summary: 
 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON IS RECALLING CERTAIN MODEL YEAR 2010 FXDF MOTORCYCLES WITH 
FORK LEG ASSEMBLIES (LH P/N 48622-08, RH P/N 48623-08) MANUFACTURED FROM      
FEBRUARY 29 THROUGH FEBRUARY 9, 2010. THESE FORK LEG ASSEMBLIES MAY HAVE 
BEEN INCORRECTLY ASSEMBLED USING THE WRONG SPRINGS. 
 
Consequence:  
 
MOTORCYCLES CONTAINING THE WRONG SPRINGS WILL HAVE REDUCED SUSPENSION 
EFFECTIVENESS WHICH MAY RESULT IN REDUCED TRACTION ON IRREGULAR ROAD    
SURFACES, AND WILL ALSO HAVE A DIFFERENT LEAN ANGLE WHEN PARKED ON THE SIDE 
STAND, POSSIBLY AFFECTING PARKING STABILITY. THIS CONDITION MAY INCREASE THE 
RISK OF A CRASH. 
 
Remedy: 
 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON WILL NOTIFY OWNERS AND DEALERS WILL REPAIR THE AFFECTED 
MOTORCYCLES FREE OF CHARGE. THE SAFETY RECALL IS EXPECTED TO BEGIN ON OR 
ABOUT JULY 26, 2010. OWNERS MAY CONTACT HARLEY-DAVIDSON AT 1-414-343-4056. 
 
Notes:  
 
OWNERS MAY ALSO CONTACT THE NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY                         

ADMINISTRATION'S VEHICLE SAFETY HOTLINE AT 1-888-327-4236 (TTY 1-800-424-9153), OR 

GO TO HTTP://WWW.SAFERCAR.GOV  

 

Ride Safe,  

 

Lewis Kelly  

HTTP://WWW.SAFERCAR.GOV
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ALL GAVE SOME, SOME GAVE ALL!  

 

As a retired NYPD Homicide Detective, I can truly say that I seen more horrible crime scenes and came in 

contact with so many degenerate people; that I considered myself pretty insulated from emotional reaction. 

When the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack happened, I was 21 years removed from being a detective and 

enjoying my hospital executive level position. But that all changed very quickly.  

Immediately after the attack, I told my wife that I did not know why, but I knew that I needed to be in New 

York City. She must have thought that I was insane, since I was in Atlanta, Georgia. She said that she would 

take time off from her Nurse Administratorôs position in West Palm Beach, Florida and join me.  

She immediately packed some clothes and drove up to meet me in Atlanta, and after 18 hours of driving, on 

Wednesday, September 13, 2001, we arrived at my sisterôs home in Long Island. On Thursday, September 14, 

2001, I arrived at the World Trade Center site (police command center); to volunteer my services and my wife 

went to Bellevue Hospital, to volunteer to help care for the injured.  

My wife flew home after a couple of days, when it was clear that only a handful of injured would be treated. I 

stayed for four (4) weeks, working in the command center or cataloging evidence that was recovered and 

trucked to Staten Island.  

It was the most humbling and emotional experience of my life. One that I knew I never wanted to forget. But, 

as they say ñLife goes on.ò 

Although I do my best to participate in a 9/11 Memorial Ride each year, I never felt the same emotions, and as 

humbled as I did on September 14, 2001; until I participated in the Fallen Heroes Memorial Escort Ride on 

July 18, 2010.  

It started out as an idea from FL XVIII President Rory Mac Connell, to ride over to Plant City and join the  

motorcycle escort and bring the steel from the World Trade Center down to the ceremonial destination in 

Manatee County. I suggested that we meet on I-4 (Tampa), and ride over to Daytona to meet the escort. This is 

what we did. We met at 12:30 PM and drove the 130 miles to Destination Daytona Harley Davidson dealer-

ship, to wait for the Fallen Heroes Memorial escort to arrive.  



B l u e  K n i g h t s ®  I n t e r n a t i o n a l   
L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t   

M o t o r c y c l e  C l u b ,  I n c .  

The SRC(R) Herald 
Vol  IV ,  I ss 6  August  ,  2010  

Page 6 

At 6:00 PM, after a flat tire repair, the Manatee Fire Rescue truck towing the custom painted trailer with the 

World Trade Center steel arrived and we were on our way back to Manatee County. 

 

The ride was relatively slow due to the increasing number of motorcyclists joining the escort. By the time we 

arrived at Lakeland Harley for gas and to pick up more riders, we were close to 100 riders.  

Finally at 9:00 PM, we arrived at our destination, where well over 100 people were cheering and clapping our 

arrival. It was a fun ride and I thought I had felt all the emotions associated with the escort. I was wrong.  

As the trailer reached its viewing location, the Manatee County commissioner who made the trip to New      

Jersey to pick up the steel, asked the Blue Knights to stand around the trailer to make sure that the steel is not 

touched by the crowd. It was at that moment when the trailer was opened and the steel beam was exposed, that 

the same emotions that I had on September 14, 2001 returned. I cannot explain it, but as soon as I saw the 

beam, I was back at Ground Zero. If it was not for the fact that we (the Blue Knights), had a job to do, I would 

have become very emotional. Once the opportunity came to touch the beam, I felt my knees weaken and I 

thought about the 2700+ civilians, 343 firefighters, 23 NYPD officers and 37 Port Authority Police officers 

who died in the attacks.  

 


